
AnyWebDB
A generic framework for web based access to 

PostgreSQL databases



What is AnyWebDB?

• A framework for rapidly producing 
applications with a database back-end.

• Uses PostgreSQL and Apache (other web 
servers can be used).

• Users can access the database via the web-
server, regardless of their platform or 
browser.



Target Market

• Small, and medium sized businesses that 
can’t afford heavy database licensing costs or 
per-user access costs.

• Academic and research institutions where 
licensing costs can seriously impact budget.

• ISPs wishing to provide “additional features” 
to their customers.

• Linux/Unix focused businesses.



Features

• “Standard/simple” record control required 
for basic database access:

• Create

• Edit

• Search

• Delete

• Copy



Features

• Advanced record control:

• Complex queries

• Saved query execution and management

• Row level access control

• Parent/child relationship viewing



Features

• Advanced application features:

• Self-contained menu system

• Easy definition of graphs

• Output search results to CSV and Palm 
Pilot Databases

• Calendar module

• Activity auditing



Features

• Advanced application features:

• Support for clustered databases

• 3-tier access model

• User access administration

• Integration hooks with external programs

• File upload/download capability



Compatibility

• As all output is in HTML, results can be 
readily saved and loaded into other 
programs.

• Reports can be readily constructed using 
graphs, search results and custom queries.



User training

• Almost all business users readily adapt to 
web-based system access.

• AnyWebDB does not employ any “tricks” to 
turn a web browser into a different 
application.

• Most users are able to work even with a 
complex AnyWebDB application with 
minimal or even no training whatsoever.



Deployment Time

• Depending on their complexity, AnyWebDB 
applications can take less than an hour to 
completely construct and deploy.

• More complex applications may take longer, but 
typically the planning time eclipses the application 
generation time.

• An application with access controls, advanced 
views, custom queries and graphs can typically be 
ready in less than 2-4 hours.



Examples

The following slides show some example 
forms and web pages generated from 
AnyWebDB.



User access 
authentication

Login form can be customised to include logos/
graphics to suit the company.



Menu System
• Menu system allows for 

complete application creation 
from within a single 
configuration file without 
needing to resort to any 
scripting or programming.

• Menu system can include static 
entries, sequences, and 
database content.

• Menu system can adjust 
content depending on user 
access permissions.



Record creation
Form control can
force field entry, and
supply default data.

Lookups can be menu
or list based.

Lookup content can
be adjusted to suit
other content on the
form.



Record searching

Results may be resorted by 
clicking on a column header.

Superfluous columns may be 
removed for printing by clicking “-”

Results are hyperlinked 
for record editing.



Record deletion
Deletes may be restricted
at a row or table level.

Data is previewed “one
last time” prior to
deletion.

Deletions can be audited.



Advanced queries
The application administrator
determines how complex/how
many levels a query can have.

Once constructed, queries can
be saved for easy execution
later.

Queries can be available to all
users, or only to the user who
created them.



Parent/Child Records
AnyWebDB automatically
inserts hyperlinks as
appropriate in records
(can be disabled).

Any individual record in the
parent/child view can be
accessed for editing if
desired.

Fields can be nominated to 
be included in email
hyperlinks, automatically
filing in Subject, To, CC, 
and BCC.



Date browsing/editing
Calendar view allows
simple date based
browsing, and allows for
queries to be executed
against individual days or
entire weeks.



User access control



Email Integration
Not intended to be a complete
email system replacement by any
means, email integration allows
for record data to be easily
sent via email to required users
as appropriate.



Graphing
The graphing module
includes its own data
set specification rules.

These rules can be
readily understood by
any reasonable user.

Graphs, like queries,
can be saved and run
either by any user or
by only the user who
created it.



Graphing
While pictures may say
a thousand words, they
may not necessarily
always say the words
accurately.

Graphs can automatically
be configured to include
the actual set data as part
of the results.



One:Many Association 
Control



Module Overview



AnyWebDB

• Platform independent database applications for all 
users.

• Web based framework enables users to immediately 
start being productive without need for training.

• Built on PostgreSQL and Apache, AnyWebDB does not 
suffer per-user or per-access license restrictions.

• Ideal for small to medium businesses, ISPs and 
academic/research institutions.


